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Courtesy photo
Santa Claus visited Eureka on Saturday evening as residents braved the cold for the Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony at the Op-
era House. The snow on the ground added to the holiday feel as temperatures dropped below zero that night.

TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY

Submitted Article

The weather outside was frightful and the activity was so 
delightful, let it snow, let it snow, let it snow. 

Santa Claus arrived in Eureka Saturday evening and had the 
children help him count down from ten for the Christmas Tree 
Lighting. When the children got to zero, the lights on the tree 
came on like magic. 

The Community Holiday Tree Lighting could not have hap-
pened without the support from The Eureka High School 
Choir and Friends, Eureka County Sheri� , NDOT, Nevada 
Highway Patrol, Mt. Wheeler Power, Western Nevada Supply, 
Core Construction, Midway Gold, Sierra Nevada Construc-
tion, Newmont Corp., Barrick,  Vogue Dry Cleaning, Eureka 
Road Department, Mears Catering, Tony Hawks with his 
team of Clydesdales, Santa Claus and his helpers. 

Thank you all for your support.

Local businesses
make annual 
ceremony possible

Courtesy photo
Horse drawn sleigh rides were just one of the activities enjoyed by 
locals at the Community Holiday Tree Lighting event on Dec. 7. At-
tendeees were also treated to a performance by the Eureka County 
High School choir and two mountain bikes were raffl ed off along with 
other prizes.

> See Sage Grouse, Page 5

By Lukas Eggen
Eureka Sentinel Sta�  Writer

The Bureau of Land Man-
agement held a public meeting 
surrounding its draft environ-
mental impact statement sur-
rounding greater sage grouse 
habitat and possible measures 
to protect sage grouse habitat. 
The EIS listed six alternatives, 
with alternative D listed as the 
preferred alternative. It’s aimed 
at balancing competing hu-
man interests, land uses and 
the conservation of natural 
and cultural resource values, 
while sustaining and enhanc-
ing ecological integrity across 
the landscape, including plant, 
wildlife and fi sh habitat.

BLM Branch Chief for Re-
newable Resources and Plan-
ning Joe Tague, who traveled 
across parts of northern Cali-
fornia and Nevada to discuss 
the DEIS and inform the public 

how to submit better written 
comments to the BLM. The 
DEIS is available at www.1.usa.
gov/1gh2IQP. The public can 
submit comments electroni-
cally and via mail. Comments 
can be submitted online at 
www.on.doi.gov/I4ZD3Rb or 
by email to blm_nv_ca_sage-
grouse_eis_comments@blm.
gov. Comments can be mailed 
to BLM-Greater Sage-Grouse 
EIS, Attn.: Joe Tague, 1340 Fi-
nancial Blvd., Reno, NV 89502.

“The comments have to be 
more substantial to be consid-
ered,” Tague said. “If you send 
a response that says I like this 
alternative or that alternative it 
will be noted and put into a pile. 
It’s not a voting type process. So 
we’re looking for comments on 
the management actions and 
what combination of the things 
we’ll pull together.”

Once the public comment pe-
riod ends, the BLM will begin 
the process toward releasing a 
Record of Decision by the end 
of September in order to be 
considered before the Fish and 
Wildlife Department decides 
whether to list the greater sage 
grouse as an endangered spe-
cies.

“Fish and Wildlife will be 
making their listing decision 
in FY 2015, which starts Oct. 
1, so after Oct. 1 they can make 
their decision,” Tague said. 
“We want to have our ROD out 
so they can consider it in their 

SAGE GROUSE

BLM 
holds 
public 
meeting

“The comments have 
to be more substantial 
to be considered,” 
Tague said. “If you 
send a response 
that says I like this 
alternative or that 
alternative it will be 
noted and put into a 
pile. ”

JOE TAGUE
BLM BRANCH CHIEF
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The Eureka Elementary 
School Christmas Concert is 
scheduled for Wednesday, Dec. 
18 at 7 p.m., at Eureka Elemen-
tary School.  

Performances will include the 
fi fth- and sixth- grade bands, 
choirs, surprise parody songs, 
the 4th grade hand bell choir, 
and  a video slide-show created 
by Mrs. William’s 6th grade 
computer class.   

Santa is scheduled to drop 
by and meet the kids, just after 
Michael Mears leads the com-
munity in our traditional sing-
along song, “Eureka County 
Christmas.”

This concert is under the di-

rection of Mr. Ralph Cuda, Eu-
reka High School and Elemen-
tary School music teacher.

Please come out and support 
the local youth at this great com-
munity holiday event. Admis-
sion is free.

Eureka Elementary School to hold Christmas concert

> See Heller, Page 2

By Lukas Eggen
Eureka Sentinel Sta�  Writer

Since the 2012 election, Repub-
lican Senator Dean Heller be-
came part of a congress that saw 
its approval across the country 
plummet because of various is-
sues. Despite this, Heller said 
while there are struggles, he 
looks forward to the challenge.

“Unfortunately, Washington 
is paralyzed by politics and has 
been reduced to sound bites,” 

Heller said. “In many ways, the 
Senate can be a frustrating place 
to work, but at the same time, it 
is an honor to go to work every 
day with the goal of improving 

people’s lives. This year, I have 
tried to focus on fi nding reason-
able solutions that can help peo-
ple at home.”

While congress took criticism 

during 2013, Heller said he was 
proud of the things he was able 
to take part in and accomplish 
during the year.

“As far as the biggest accom-
plishment of 2013, I think that, 
as a whole, the amount of leg-
islation that we have been able 
to tackle in the Senate Veterans 
A� airs Committee has been 
fulfi lling,” Heller said. “I am 
proud to report that President 

NEVADA SENATE

Heller hopes to win back state, country
“As far as the biggest accomplishment of 2013, I 
think that, as a whole, the amount of legislation 
that we have been able to tackle in the Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committee has been fulfilling.”

DEAN HELLER
NEVADA SENATOR
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The new Eureka Sentinel website brings your local news into the 
digital age.

The website looks great on desktop, tablet and mobile screens. 
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information wherever you are. 
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